
Character Legends

A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 LEGENDS ABOUT 
SPECIFIC WELL 
KNOWN 
PEOPLE/CHARACTE
RS

4 1 A

4 1 1 1 ABRAHAM Threw cart of fake gods into the river

4 1 2 1 B

4 2 1 HUGH B. BROWN

4 2 1 BENEDICT ARNOLD

4 2 1 1 1 Arnold hanged because he lost a battle with the Canadians

4 2 1 1 1 When told he looked sharp, said, "Don't cut yourself."

4 2 1 2 1 Tells upset general not to take himself "so damn seriously."

4 2 2 JUANITA BROOKS

4 2 2 1 1 She wrote about Mountain Meadows Massacre out of duty

4 2 3 GOV. LILBURN 
BOGGS

4 2 3 1 1 His grave is in the shadow of the Los Angeles Temple.

4 2 3 1 2 His grave is in shadow of a Napa ward building
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 2 3 1 3

4 2 4 EZRA TAFT 
BENSON

4 2 4 1 1 Future mother-in-law predicted that he'd be an apostle

4 2 4 2 1 After his wife died, he told his grandchildren that the upcoming 
election would be the last

4 2 4 3 1 Tells a married couple who want a baby that he can't do anything; 
the wife took birth control

4 2 5 JIM BOWIE

4 2 5 1 1 Threatens a man who refuses to stop smoking

4 2 5 2 1 Bowie violently stops his would-be assassins

4 2 5 3 1 Bowie rescues slave girl from beating

4 2 6 GEORGE BEAN

4 2 6 1 1 He and Porter Rockwell go to make peace with Native Americans

4 2 6 2 1 An Indian doctor tried to kill Bean because he wanted a good man 
to join his dead wife

4 2 6 3 1 Bean loses his arm during cannon practice

4 2 6 3 2

4 2 7 JIM BRIDGER

4 2 7 1 1 Bridger cured the frozen buffalo in the Salt Lake--now there's no 
buffalo

4 2 8 BONIFETUS
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 2 8 1 1 Killed because he opposed pagan worship

4 2 9 BONNIE AND CLYDE

4 2 9 1 1 Force mechanic at gunpoint to fix their car

4 2 10 SANFORD BINGHAM

4 2 10 1 1 Found valuable rocks, but Brigham Young told him to keep them 
secret

4 2 11 BLACK HAWK

4 2 11 1 1 Explanation of how Black Hawk War began

4 3 C

4 3 1 BUTCH CASSIDY

4 3 1 1 1 Gives mortgage money to couple, then steals it back from the 
banker.

4 3 1 1 2

4 3 1 1 3

4 3 1 2 1 Faith of people keeps Butch from doing anything to them.

4 3 1 3 1 Living in Star Valley, where he rode 50 miles to get a doctor to 
help a sick person.

4 3 1 4 1 Often stopped at the "strip" in Gusher, Utah.

4 3 1 5 1 Butch and gang give man dinner and a place to sleep

4 3 1 6 1 Man gives best horse to Butch so he can escape without shooting 
the man's son
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 3 1 7 1 Pleasant View butcher in Cassidy's gang.

4 3 1 8 1 Man tracks stolen horses and surprises the thief who is later 
discovered to be Cassidy

4 3 1 9 1 Helped family move to Utah

4 3 2 MATTHEW COWLEY

4 3 2 1 1 Blessed and healed blind and deaf child in the South Pacific area.

4 3 2 2 1 Gives a talk a woman wanted him to give, but she hadn't spoken 
to him.

4 3 2 3 1 House of his birth dedicated to shelter the birth of a prophet.

4 3 3 THE CLANTON 
BROTHERS

4 3 3 1 1 Clanton's steal cattle from rancher who helped them.  He doesn't 
get them back.

4 3 4 AL CAPONE

4 3 4 1 1 Al Capone's secret tunnel

4 3 5 WINSTON 
CHURCHILL

4 3 5 1 1 "I'm drunk now, but I'll be sober in the morning; you'll still be ugly"

4 3 5 1 2

4 3 5 1 3

4 3 5 2 1 Reply to picky grammarian: "This is the type of nonsense with 
which I shall not put"

4 3 6 HAROLD CLARK
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 3 6 1 1 Accidentally bursts in on praying class

4 3 7 RICHARD 
CHAMBERLAIN

4 3 7 1 1 How Chamberlain falls in love with a Mormon

4 3 8 WILLIAM CLAYTON

4 3 8 1 1 Wives left key in their lock when it was their turn

4 3 9 LIZ CLAIBORNE

4 3 9 1 1 She gives 50% of her profits to a Satanic cult

4 3 10 OLIVER CROMWELL

4 3 10 1 1 After Cromwell's overthrow, family name changed to "Brahmwell"

4 3 12 1 2

4 3 12 1 3 Dyed garments purple on stage

4 3 14 1 1 CURT COBAIN Member spoke in the park with Cobain before he killed himself

4 3 15 1 1 ROBERTO CARLOS Joined the church

4 3 16 1 1 JAMIE LEE CURTIS Born a hermaphrodite

4 4 D

4 4 1 BERTRAND DU 
GUESCLIN

4 4 1 1 1 Young Bertrand du Guesclin beat all the knights and was named 
head of the French armies.

4 4 2 PAUL H. DUNN
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 4 2 1 1 Replies to questions easily and surprises teacher: "I studied it very 
carefully as I wrote it."

4 4 2 2 1 Testimony or looks?  Well, she can always get a testimony

4 4 3 NILS DACKE

4 4 3 1 1 Dacke leads uprising against king in Sweden in 1500s

4 4 4 DR. DOWD

4 4 4 1 1 Unconventional bandage removal

4 4 5 DIAMOND FIELD 
JACK

4 4 5 1 1 Jack almost hanged

4 4 6 BOB DYLAN

4 4 6 1 1 Record company used clone after he died in 1968

4 4 7 JOHN DILLINGER

4 4 7 1 1 Went through Balmorrhea, Texas

4 4 8 1 1 DI VINCI Same model used for Judas and Christ

4 5 E

4 5 1 ALBERT EINSTEIN

4 5 1 1 1 Einstein thought James E. Talmage was the smartest man in the 
world

4 5 2 ELVIS

4 5 2 1 1 Osmonds gave him a copy of the Book of Mormon
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 5 2 2 1 Elvis is still alive

4 6 F

4 6 1 BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN

4 6 1 1 1 Gets girl pregnant then runs from her father

4 6 1 2 1 Changes his mind about not eating fish: "If a fish can do it, why 
can't I?"

4 6 2 HENRY FORD

4 6 2 1 1 Ford sues newspaper for calling him an ignoramus

4 6 3 1 1 HARRISON FORD Became a Mormon

4 6 3 1 2

4 7 G

4 7 1 HEBER J. GRANT

4 7 1 1 1 Grant's accompanist plays a different song than Grant is singing 
as a joke.

4 7 2 GERONIMO

4 7 2 1 1 His followers wouldn't eat until he had

4 7 2 2 1 Boy finds Mexican family slaughtered by Geronimo

4 7 2 3 1 Repaid woman with deer for feeding him earlier

4 7 3 GAUSS

4 7 3 1 1 Creating an equation to add all #'s from 1 to 100 together
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 8 H

4 8 1 BILL HICKHAM

4 8 1 1 1 Bill's brother helped him escape from Johnson's Army.  He then 
apostatized from the church.

4 8 1 2 1 Extended narrative of his life

4 8 1 3 1 WILD BILL HICKOCK Lott Smith was a better shot Wild Bill

4 8 2 GORDON B. 
HINCKLEY

4 8 2 1 1 Hinckley not recognized without his glasses

4 8 2 2 1 Hinckley doesn't return ladder to father

4 8 2 3 1 Remembers man who can't place Hinckley

4 8 3 ADOLF HITLER

4 8 3 1 1 Ordered sick and injured killed so Allied forces wouldn't know his 
dire situation

4 8 4 SAM HORRELL

4 8 4 1 1 While watching a movie warns hero of villain then shoots screen; 
other stories included

4 8 5 ORSON HYDE

4 8 5 1 1 "There is a time to pray and a time to swear"

4 8 8 1 1 FAITH HILL Visited by missionaries

4 9
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 10 J

4 10 1 JESSE JAMES

4 10 1 1 1 Jesse never stole from doctors.

4 10 1 2 1 Hid in Merrimac caverns, escaped by another way.

4 10 1 3 1 Hid loot in mountains above Malad, Idaho-sun shows the spot.

4 10 1 4 1 Seen in Salt Lake City to have picture taken.

4 10 1 5 1 Gives lame dog to boys.

4 10 1 6 1 Young man meets Jesse, they trade horses.

4 10 1 6 2 James and gang stop for man's coffee; trade horses

4 10 1 7 1 Man finds James sleeping in his bed; James won't shoot an 
unarmed man

4 10 1 8 1 Runaway slave sees James bury money in graveyard; changes 
sign from "dead and buried" to "risen and gone"

4 10 2 LYNDON BAINES 
JOHNSON

4 10 2 1 1 His campaign workers register and vote for him in the names of 
dead people.

4 10 2 2 1 During Bobby Baker trials, said, "If Bobby speaks, he'll send me 
and 20 other congressman to prison for life"

4 10 2 3 1 "They don't grow 'em this size over here, do they?"

4 10 3 ROBERT JOHNSON

4 10 3 1 1 Bluesman died young because of his pact with the devil
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 10 4 DAN JANSEN

4 10 4 1 1 He is a Mormon

4 11 K

4 11 1 HEBER C. KIMBALL

4 11 1 1 1 Heber speaks eloquently about nothing.

4 11 1 2 1 Joseph Smith tests H. C. Kimball by asking for his wife.

4 11 1 3 1 Had a footrace with Henry Clegg

4 11 2 J. GOLDEN KIMBALL

4 11 2 1 1 Can't read talk written for him and swears. (talk was written to 
prevent his swearing)

4 11 2 1 2

4 11 2 1 3

4 11 2 1 4

4 11 2 1 5

4 11 2 1 6

4 11 2 1 7

4 11 2 1 8

4 11 2 1 9

4 11 2 1 10
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 2 1 11

4 11 2 1 12

4 11 2 1 13

4 11 2 2 1 Southern Utah is hotter than hell.

4 11 2 2 2

4 11 2 2 3

4 11 2 2 4

4 11 2 3 1 No respect for the damn priesthood.

4 11 2 3 2

4 11 2 3 3

4 11 2 3 4

4 11 2 3 5

4 11 2 3 6

4 11 2 3 7

4 11 2 3 8

4 11 2 4 1 I repent too damn fast to go to hell for swearing.

4 11 2 4 2

4 11 2 4 3

4 11 2 4 4
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 2 4 5

4 11 2 5 1 The Lord must enjoy a joke or he wouldn't have made some of you

4 11 2 5 2

4 11 2 6 1 Would you give your life for the Church?  So, can't you donate .75?

4 11 2 6 2 "You'd rather die than pay your tithing."

4 11 2 7 1 Microphone in front and General Authorities in back equals no 
inspiration.

4 11 2 7 2

4 11 2 7 3

4 11 2 8 1 Only ten damn percent of you would go to the Celestial Kingdom.

4 11 2 8 2

4 11 2 9 1 Where are the holes in this hat for the jackass.  Who would pay 
this price?

4 11 2 9 2

4 11 2 9 3

4 11 2 10 1 Kimball is carried around on a machine- "I just passed you 12 
times, and you didn't speak to me."

4 11 2 10 2

4 11 2 11 1 I'll give the whole damn herd to the Lord.

4 11 2 11 2

4 11 2 12 1 Hell, I stopped swearing years ago.
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 2 12 2

4 11 2 13 1 How many work in church offices? "About one third."

4 11 2 13 2

4 11 2 14 1 All in favor of moving Mt. Nebo...

4 11 2 14 2

4 11 2 14 3

4 11 2 14 4

4 11 2 14 5

4 11 2 15 1 Who the hell's funeral am I preaching?

4 11 2 15 2

4 11 2 16 1 You're too damn ugly.

4 11 2 17 1 Noisy audience-"Go to hell!-and there you will find..."

4 11 2 17 2

4 11 2 18 1 Sing, for hell's sake, sing.

4 11 2 18 2

4 11 2 19 1 President Grant says that I swear too damn much.

4 11 2 20 1 We've damn near spoiled that boy.

4 11 2 21 1 Read the parts that aren't sealed.
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 2 22 1 No man has ever laid in a bed with a woman without doing 
something.

4 11 2 23 1 Swearing marks J. Golden's presence.

4 11 2 24 1 Good hell, soup will go next.

4 11 2 25 1 Do you remember me?  Why the hell should I?

4 11 2 26 1 Too many called by relation instead of revelation.

4 11 2 26 2

4 11 2 27 1 Swearing helps people remember what he says.

4 11 2 28 1 Has two choirs sing at the same time to illustrate sound of arguing.

4 11 2 29 1 The temple wasn't there yesterday.

4 11 2 29 2

4 11 2 30 1 I love some brethren better than others.

4 11 2 31 1 To make a go of marriage, use more laying on of hands.

4 11 2 32 1 Affects woman's life by saying she can't do so many things at once.

4 11 2 33 1 If my wife looked like your wife, I'd commit adultery too.

4 11 2 33 2

4 11 2 34 1 While he fasted and prayed, someone else married his girl.

4 11 2 35 1 Fell on woman-"This is as far as I go."

4 11 2 35 2
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 2 36 1 Convert the Southern U.S. by burning it and then baptizing for the 
dead.

4 11 2 37 1 Go get drunk and repent, but do something.

4 11 2 38 1 Tells fellow general authorities he's drinking postum and would 
they like some (actually coffee)

4 11 2 39 1 "I just preached that man into the Celestial Kingdom, but I know 
he's going to hell"

4 11 2 40 1 Impersonates to priest to find out what kind of missionaries he has

4 11 2 41 1 Yes, I've read the Old Testament and God forgive if I ever read it 
again

4 11 2 42 1 "You can all just go to hell because there won't be any Mormons 
there"

4 11 2 43 1 Gets carried away and makes too many promises in sermon

4 11 2 44 1 Calls smoker to be stake president--"you're going to do it without 
them damn things"

4 11 2 45 1 Called to settle dispute within stake--"damn well repent or be 
excommunicated!"

4 11 2 46 1 No visions but has had "some damn good nightmares"

4 11 2 47 1 "He always read the Deseret News and it takes a damn good man 
to do that"

4 11 2 48 1 "I can't piss, but neither can the prophet"

4 11 2 49 1 "The Lord must have called him, no damn man would have 
thought of him"

4 11 3 SPENCER W. 
KIMBALL
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 3 1 1 I had to pay to sound like that.

4 11 3 2 1 Name confusion with Spence Kinard.

4 11 3 2 2

4 11 3 3 1 Angry girls don't recognize him.

4 11 3 4 1 He said drought was a trial.

4 11 3 5 1 He is told not to give rides to lone women.

4 11 3 6 1 You wouldn't sleep if you knew what I knew.

4 11 3 7 1 Yoda modeled after Kimball

4 11 3 7 2

4 11 3 7 3

4 11 3 7 7

4 11 3 8 1 Jesus didn't have long hair the last time I saw him

4 11 3 9 1 Broke bed when he jumped on it and spent the rest of the night 
putting it back together

4 11 3 10 1 Choose the beautiful girl, she can always get a testimony

4 11 3 11 1 Helps Nat King Cole's wife when her car breaks down

4 11 3 12 1 On food storage: if you knew what I knew, you'd have it stacked 
around your house

4 11 3 13 1 "Many are cold but few are frozen"

4 11 3 14 1 On hunting

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 16 of 41



A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 3 15 1 Said "you just insulted my best friend" when someone takes the 
Lord's name in vain

4 11 3 16 1 Shares joke with the Lord

4 11 3 17 1 "If they don't look once, they're not a man; if they look again, they 
aren't a missionary"

4 11 4 JESSE KNIGHT

4 11 4 1 1 Dream mine discovered.

4 11 4 2 1 "I'll donate chandelier, but I don't think anyone can play it."

4 11 5 JOHN F. KENNEDY

4 11 5 1 1 Kennedy not really dead.

4 11 5 1 2

4 11 5 1 3

4 11 5 1 4

4 11 6 ARDETH GREENE 
KAPP

4 11 6 1 1 Kapp's patriarchal blessing only says "do your food storage"

4 11 7 DOC HACKLEY

4 11 7 1 1 Tried to stop his new car by saying "whoa, you ****, whoa"

4 11 7 2 1 Tells husband his wife is pregnant only after making him worry

4 11 7 3 1 Man with cut arm taken to Hackley

4 11 7 4 1 "You won't need a Urim and Thummin to find his vein"
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 11 7 5 1 Pregnant girl emphatically denies being with a boy; the Doc tells 
her to prepare for the Second Coming

4 11 7 6 1 Swam river in winter to get to patient

4 12 L

4 12 1 HAROLD B. LEE

4 12 1 1 1 Scripture marking

4 12 1 1 2

4 12 1 1 3

4 12 1 2 1 At Oakland Temple, Harold B. Lee appears in the place of David 
O. McKay, a sign that Lee would be a president

4 12 1 3 1 McConkie surprises him--"Bruce? is that you? I thought it was a 
heavenly messenger"

4 12 2 ABC LUDWIG

4 12 2 1 1 Boys amazed at a country person's knowledge--they didn't realize 
it was ABC, a retired Yale Professor

4 12 3 EARL K. LONG

4 12 3 1 1 Loses luggage on the road, but leaves it because he's rich enough 
to buy more clothes

4 13 M

4 13 1 BRUCE R. 
MCCONKIE

4 13 1 1 1 Sang hymns with dates (see Focused Field projects for more 
stories)

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 18 of 41



A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 13 1 2 1 Was having problems understanding language when girl switched 
to English (she actually didn't)

4 13 2 DAVID O. MCKAY

4 13 2 1 1 Tells joke to the Lord.

4 13 2 1 2

4 13 2 1 3

4 13 2 2 1 Speeding-"I haven't slowed down a bit."

4 13 2 2 2

4 13 2 3 1 Thought Bruce R. McConkie was a vision.

4 13 2 4 1 "Let's go now,"-loved to drive fast, but waited until his wife was 
asleep

4 13 2 5 1 "Just wanted to get in bed with Sister McKay."

4 13 2 6 1 Few people die at 91 years.

4 13 2 7 1 Reads chauffeur's thoughts and answers "I know I am a prophet."

4 13 2 8 1 David O. McKay will never amount to anything.

4 13 2 9 1 Picture of Christ not correct.

4 13 2 10 1 Warns people off of volcano platform.

4 13 2 10 2

4 13 2 11 1 Fulfills promise of marrying couple--opens temple especially for 
them

4 13 2 12 1 Girl to McKay: "you remind me of my father, but with more hair"
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 13 3 THOMAS S. 
MONSON

4 13 3 1 1 Son puts egg in Elder Monson's pocket.

4 13 3 2 1 High goals-$100,000 dog.

4 13 3 3 1 Passes humorous note to Boyd K. Packer during Conference.

4 13 3 4 1 Monson was left at alter--eventually married someone else

4 13 4 GUNN MCKAY

4 13 4 1 1 Broke into school as young kid to change his grades

4 13 5 MARRINER WOOD 
MERRILL

4 13 5 1 1 Merrill ignored Manifesto, but he died before any church action 
could be taken

4 13 5 2 1 Rode on his horse down the middle of the street and clerks 
brought him his groceries

4 13 5 3 1 Hides money from wives

4 13 5 4 1 Townspeople set up warning system so he wouldn't get caught

4 13 5 5 1 Son overhears plan to catch Merrill and warns him

4 13 6 KARL G. MAESER

4 13 6 1 1 Drank coffee

4 13 6 2 1 Late for class so students tie a donkey to his podium

4 13 7 PAUL McCartney
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 13 7 1 1 Died in 1965, but replaced by look-a-like

4 13 7 2 1 He took missionary discussions

4 13 8 EDDIE MURPHY

4 13 8 1 1 Scares naive woman in elevator

4 13 9 LOU MIDGELY

4 13 9 1 1 Found kid to testify against Wilkinson regarding student spies

4 13 10 DAN MARRIOT

4 13 10 1 1 Accidentally reads both copies of his speech

4 13 11 GOV. MATHESON

4 13 11 1 1 Commissioned new bridge after experiencing the danger of the 
narrow, old one

4 13 13 4 1 Not a Mormon, but his friends are

4 13 14 2 1 Drank caffeine at devotional

4 13 16 1 1 Joined the church

4 13 17 1 1 TIM MCGRAW Invited missionaries to his house

4 13 18 1 1 JP MORGAN Buit a short building because he could afford the land

4 14 N

4 14 1 HUGH NIBLEY

4 14 1 1 1 Calls graduation robes a mockery in public prayer.
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 14 1 1 2

4 14 1 1 3

4 14 1 1 4

4 14 1 2 1 Met girl, knew he would marry her.

4 14 1 2 2

4 14 1 2 3

4 14 1 2 4

4 14 1 2 5

4 14 1 3 1 Finds carved Book of Mormon passage in sandstone in ancient 
Egyptian.

4 14 1 4 1 Saves books and continues reading in flooded office

4 14 1 5 1 Lectured in English from non-English notes.

4 14 1 6 1 Bought goat instead of mowing the lawn.

4 14 1 7 1 Gives student some books for her paper--she later discovers that 
they're all in different languages

4 14 1 8 1 Asks student where he was coming from: "good, that means I've 
had lunch"

4 14 1 9 1 Introduced as "the only person I know who can call you a dirty 
name in 14 different languages"

4 14 1 10 1 Skipped class at Berkeley that didn't challenge and read sections 
of the library

4 14 1 11 1 Assigned article to read--it was in German
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 14 1 12 1 Supernatural encounter in Scotland

4 14 1 13 1 Tells student not to go to grad school or get a job, but prepare for 
the Second Coming

4 14 1 14 1 Student lucks out and finds Nibley's notes in book--but they're in 
Egyptian

4 14 2 RUSSELL M. 
NELSON

4 14 2 1 1 Able to speak perfect Portuguese for his talk

4 14 2 1 2

4 14 2 2 1 Performs surgery in China and officials promise Church will be let 
in

4 14 2 3 1 Has a namesake in Argentina

4 14 3 JOHN NEFF

4 14 3 1 1 Refused to sell flour to Gold Rushers because it was for the 
Mormons

4 15 O

4 15 1 DALLIN H. OAKS

4 15 1 1 1 "Go to hell-strongly worded letter to follow." response to education 
criteria

4 15 1 2 1 Fake bank robbery.

4 15 1 3 1 His mother loved a movie he banned.

4 15 1 4 1 Church's stance on caffeine

4 15 2 OSMONDS
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 15 2 1 1 Osmonds gave Elvis a Book of Mormon

4 16 P

4 16 1 PARLEY P. PRATT

4 16 1 1 1 Gets vision of first wife in answer to prayer-but he wasn't specific 
enough in his prayer.

4 16 1 2 1 Prayer--"Please bless Parley, he's a tired old man"

4 16 1 3 1 Compared toes with Jonathon Blackmore Pratt to see if they were 
related.

4 16 2 IVIE BAKER PRIEST

4 16 2 1 1 Ivie Baker Priest flops in a screen test.

4 16 3 GENERAL 
"CHESTY" PULLER

4 16 3 1 1 General "Chesty" Puller liked to get surrounded by the enemy so 
he could shoot in all directions.

4 16 4 BOYD K. PACKER

4 16 4 1 1 Rumors he would replace Wilkinson

4 16 5 PETE PETERSEN

4 16 5 1 1 Had ability to forecast weather because he read the five day 
Farmer's Forecast

4 16 5 2 1 Bishop asks Pete Petersen to say the closing prayer and eight 
Pete Petersen's stood up

4 16 5 3 1 "Send the girls down.  I would like to do a little bit on the carpet

4 16 5 4 1 "I'll put my stomach up against Sister Jorgensen's anytime"
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 16 7 1 1 ELVIS PRESSLEY HAD THE MASSIONARIES OVER

4 16 7 2 1 Went to seminary

4 17 Q

4 17 1 QUEEN

4 17 1 1 1 Would only tour Utah if they could play in the Tabernacle

4 18 R

4 18 1 PORTER 
ROCKWELL

4 18 1 1 1 If a man is still alive, Porter didn't shoot him.

4 18 1 2 1 Never cut his hair-- Joseph Smith told him it was like Sampson's

4 18 1 2 2

4 18 1 3 1 Cuts hair for Don Carlos Smith's widow because she was losing 
her hair

4 18 1 4 1 Stole the pants from Johnson's Army.

4 18 1 5 1 Disguised as a woman to spy on enemies of the Church.

4 18 1 6 1 Kills man after bluffing about the other man's gun.

4 18 1 6 2

4 18 1 6 3

4 18 1 6 4

4 18 1 6 5
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 18 1 7 1 Shot two boys he mistook for thieves and left them on their 
mother's porch.

4 18 1 8 1 Don't you have any respect for the priesthood?

4 18 1 9 1 Stole tired animals from gold rushers and then sold them new 
ones.

4 18 1 10 1 Brigham Young introduced him to his wife; problems with alcohol

4 18 1 11 1 Would kill Gov. Boggs, if it was God's will

4 18 2 B. H. ROBERTS

4 18 2 1 1 He was wild when young and always getting thrown in jail.

4 18 2 2 1 Greets informant: my father knew your grandfather. They were in 
the penitentiary together

4 18 3 THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT

4 18 3 1 1 Boy rides piggy-back on Teddy Roosevelt.

4 18 4 LIONEL RICHIE

4 18 4 1 1 Nervous woman misunderstands Richie and thinks he's 
threatening her/ordering her

4 18 4 1 2

4 18 4 1 3

4 18 4 1 4

4 18 4 1 5

4 18 5 OTT ROMNEY
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 18 5 1 1 Prayer--"We prostrate ourselves before thee"

4 18 6 FRANKLIN 
DELANOR 
ROOSEVELT

4 18 6 1 1 Killed himself because he got involved in socialism and 
communism

4 18 6 2 1 Reacted slowly to Pearl Harbor and caused WWII

4 18 7 AURELIA SPENCER 
ROGERS

4 18 7 1 1 Various details of her life like her involvement in Relief Society

4 18 11 1 1 ROBERT REDFORD Members of his family joined the church

4 19 S

4 19 1 JOSEPH SMITH

4 19 1 1 1 Blesses man to be a great doctor

4 19 1 2 1 Sends Brigham Young to Canada to convert a man who has 
money.

4 19 1 3 1 Walks on board under water then falls in (trying to prove he could 
"walk on water")

4 19 1 3 2

4 19 1 4 1 Man's arm shrivels trying to behead prophet's body at Carthage.

4 19 1 5 1 History of Smith's gun given to the Allred family.

4 19 1 5 2

4 19 1 6 1 Mantle of Joseph Smith falls on Brigham Young
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 1 7 1 Child gives water to Joseph Smith as he goes to Carthage Jail.

4 19 1 8 1 Heavy thoughts not fatigue weigh him down at church

4 19 1 9 1 Meets Cain in the forest

4 19 1 15 1 Gave five dollars to man whose house burned

4 19 1 16 1 Wrestled to earn money

4 19 2 JESSIE EVANS 
SMITH

4 19 2 1 1 Whistles very loud. Pres. Smith had forgotten to open her door

4 19 2 1 2  Whistles very loud- breakfast is ready

4 19 2 1 3 Whistles very loud-I got their attention, now thank them for the food

4 19 2 1 4 Whistles very loud-to get Pres. Smith's attention across the street

4 19 2 1 5 Whistles very loud-Pres. Smith almost left without her

4 19 2 1 6 Whistles very loud-to get son-in-law's attention

4 19 2 2 1 Whistles very loud-Reminds Joseph to close his talk.

4 19 2 2 2

4 19 2 2 3

4 19 2 3 1 Reminds Joseph to blow his nose, others overhear her reminder.

4 19 2 3 2

4 19 2 4 1 Turned down opera opportunity for spiritual reasons.

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 28 of 41



A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 2 4 2

4 19 2 4 3

4 19 2 5 1 Turned down Mother Superior role in "Sound of Music."

4 19 2 5 2

4 19 2 5 3

4 19 2 5 4

4 19 2 6 1 Duets with Joseph.

4 19 2 6 2

4 19 2 6 3

4 19 2 6 4

4 19 2 6 5

4 19 2 6 6

4 19 2 6 7

4 19 2 6 8

4 19 2 6 9

4 19 2 6 10

4 19 2 7 1 Joseph's opinions not necessarily those of management's

4 19 2 7 2

4 19 2 8 1 "He's on my payroll."
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 2 9 1 "He presides, I conduct."

4 19 2 10 1 Member of Evans Sisters, a trio that sang with different bands

4 19 2 11 1 "Have you heard that Jessie Evans Smith is now President instead 
of clair middlemas?"

4 19 2 12 1 Keeps husband healthy so he'll live to become prophet

4 19 2 12 2

4 19 2 13 1 Used to call husband "daddy" when she worried about his memory 
problems or wanted him to be more approachable

4 19 2 14 1 Winked at girls when her husband discussed the evils of make-up--
she wore plenty

4 19 2 14 2

4 19 2 14 3

4 19 2 15 1 Says her husband will have to learn to like her wearing lipstick

4 19 2 16 1 Claimed she had a special permit that allowed her to speed

4 19 2 17 1 Jessie and the volkswagen

4 19 2 18 1 Tells humorous poem at BYU fireside

4 19 2 19 1 Her "diamond pin" actually "dime and pin"

4 19 2 20 1 Often sang at funerals

4 19 2 21 1 Wouldn't leave until she'd finsihed talking to someone

4 19 2 22 1 Made jam and jellies

4 19 2 23 1 Told stepchildren to call her "aunt jessie" rather than "mom"
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 2 24 1 Helped Joseph when he started repeating himself

4 19 2 25 1 Had big feet

4 19 2 26 1 Straightens Joseph's tie and combs his hair

4 19 2 27 1 Made choir men button their jackets.

4 19 2 27 2

4 19 2 28 1 Waving at JFS when he's actually beckoning her across the street.

4 19 2 29 1 "Joe, come on!"

4 19 2 30 1 Organized family reunions.

4 19 2 31 1 "He who rolls over gets the covers"

4 19 2 32 1 Always waved to Joseph from the window-as he crossed the street

4 19 2 32 2 Always waved to Joseph from the window-when he left in car

4 19 2 33 1 Brother that made fun of her singing ends up paying to hear her 
later as had been predicted

4 19 2 33 2

4 19 2 34 1 Jessie thinks she's caught Joseph w/ another woman, but it's the 
bust of Lucy Mack Smith

4 19 2 34 2

4 19 2 35 1 Hits Joseph w/ her purse and tells him to wave

4 19 2 36 1 Jessie's not worried about miniskirts: "the end is in sight"

4 19 2 37 1 Pushes Joseph away from the crowd and waves
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 2 38 1 "I am not spoiled"

4 19 2 39 1 She has the mind and body of an elephant

4 19 2 40 1 Was told by mother to be selective about who to marry

4 19 2 41 1 Girll is influenced by Jessie's talk

4 19 2 42 1 Got Joseph to sing

4 19 3 JOSEPH FIELDING 
SMITH

4 19 3 1 1 Scripture Marking

4 19 3 1 2

4 19 3 1 3

4 19 3 2 1 Ordered Coke in Argentina when nothing else was available.

4 19 3 3 1 Practical joke:bitter olives.

4 19 3 4 1 Dies after playing w/ grandkids; home teachers are first informed

4 19 3 4 2

4 19 3 4 3

4 19 3 5 1 Punctuality important to him; once had friend fly him to and from 
california

4 19 3 6 1 Too sad to conduct church business after jessie's death, but rests 
only a moment before continuing

4 19 3 7 1 Get picture taken w/ little girl then calls her on her birthday

4 19 3 7 2
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 3 8 1 As the prophet, said he wouldn't change any writings he did as an 
apostle

4 19 3 9 1 Blew a kiss at jessie before he left for work

4 19 3 10 1 The importance of music/hymns he learned from jessie was used 
to resolve conflict b/t two general authorities

4 19 3 11 1 Tells 3 guys that the answers they seek are all in the scriptures

4 19 3 12 1 When he realizes he still holds his wife's bag during a talk, he 
says, "i think it's the wrong color"

4 19 3 13 1 Wanted to ban book he diagreed with, but Pres. McKay tells him 
that some people don't agree with Smith!

4 19 3 14 1 Says the valiant Church members come back to the second 
session of General Conference

4 19 3 15 1 Relaxed by flying in jet planes

4 19 3 16 1 Tells man he should name his boat "The Sabbath Breaker"

4 19 3 17 1 Said Jesus Christ was his greatest influence

4 19 3 18 1 Lord promised him he would become Prophet

4 19 3 19 1 Stops  bad weather long enough to dedicate Missouri Visitor's 
Center

4 19 3 20 1 Be prepared for Second Coming--keep Sabbath Day holy

4 19 3 21 1 People upset when he tells them half are going to hell so he 
returns and tells them 3/4 are going

4 19 3 22 1 Someone's shocked to see Pres. Smith massaging secretary's 
shoulders--but she was also his wife

4 19 3 23 1 He typed using the Bible method: seek and ye shall find
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 3 23 2

4 19 3 24 1 He liked red ties

4 19 3 25 1 Kissed son on the lips

4 19 3 26 1 Man stopped from kissing Jessie

4 19 3 27 1 Wouldn't let girl kiss him

4 19 3 28 1 A great scriptorian, esp. knowledgable about Plan of Salvation

4 19 3 29 1 Promises good health to woman so she could serve a mission

4 19 3 30 1 Expert handball player

4 19 3 31 1 Gives cold boy his coat

4 19 3 32 1 Weeps for young man's sins

4 19 3 33 1 Wouldn't shop at store that opened on sundays

4 19 3 34 1 Bro. Romney says in intro: "You should like this man."

4 19 3 35 1 Made pies with his wife and gave them away

4 19 3 36 1 Proudly holds hands w/ wife, Jessie

4 19 3 37 1 Thinks kid is chewing tobacco--it's actually gum

4 19 3 38 1 Jessie mellowed him

4 19 3 39 1 Extended narrative

4 19 3 40 1 Substitutes for Mark Petersen in wedding-bride says "i was hoping 
for a General Authority"
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 3 41 1 Asked little girl if she was good

4 19 3 42 1 Thanks Elder Tuttle for expressing everyone's thoughts with 
"damn"

4 19 4 ELLIS REYNOLDS 
SHIPP

4 19 4 1 1 Sister wives care for children while she goes to school to become 
doctor

4 19 4 2 1 Quotes from her obituary

4 19 5 DR. SIMPSON

4 19 5 1 1 Had to walk back to his hotel before he could light his pipe

4 19 6 CLAUDIUS SMITH

4 19 6 1 1 Made a liar out of his mother at his execution

4 19 7 GEORGE ALBERT 
SMITH

4 19 7 1 1 Gave man his coat

4 19 8 JIMMY STEWART

4 19 8 1 1 Impressed w/ BYU students' observation of flag lowering

4 19 9 ERASTUS SNOW

4 19 9 1 1 Wife demands brand new bed

4 19 10 LORENZO SNOW

4 19 10 1 1 Proposes to girl after they're introduced
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 19 12 1 1 RICHARD G. SCOTT Audience rises when he enters room

4 20 T

4 20 1 TRAN HUNG DAS

4 20 1 1 1 Tran Hung Das puts spears in river bed, thus could light his pipe

4 20 2 JOHN TAYLOR

4 20 2 1 1 Woman put up sheets so that Taylor could exercise behind them 
while hiding from the Feds

4 20 2 2 1 Polygamist US marshall warns Taylor that feds are after him.

4 20 3 JOHN H. TIPPETS

4 20 3 1 1 John Tippets told a sick Brigham Young "This is the place"

4 20 4 1 1 MIKE TYSON Bit another boxer's ear

4 21

4 22 V

4 22 1 PANCHO VILLA

4 22 1 1 1 Villa punishes men for bothering Mormon women.

4 22 1 2 1 Valuable watch is missing, Villa orders the watch returned at the 
peril of death for the offender.

4 22 1 3 1 Villa releases captured man and punishes renegades who held 
him for ransom.

4 22 1 4 1 Villa made headquarters at a woman's house.

4 22 1 5 1 Mormons with supplies for missionaries held up by Villa.
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 22 1 6 1 One of Villa's band kills Mormon man; son gets revenge.

4 23 W

4 23 1 GEORGE 
WASHINGTON

4 23 1 1 1 Old couple take George Washington in for the night.

4 23 1 2 1 Torne Mountain, where George Washington used to watch for the 
British and dropped his watch.

4 23 1 3 1 Lifts his hat to a colored man because he won't allow a colored 
man to be more polite than he.

4 23 2 ERNEST 
WILKINSON

4 23 2 1 1 He finds a distraught girl's fiance at midnight.

4 23 2 2 1 Falsely promises student he won't have to pay tuition after they 
met in a car accident.

4 23 2 3 1 Didn't know that W.C. (Wilkinson Center) stood for water closet.

4 23 2 4 1 Tries to hide the fact that the Marriot center is being built from 
Harold B. Lee.

4 23 3 WILFORD 
WOODRUFF

4 23 3 1 1 Hides in bulrushes from deputies, during polygamy days.

4 23 3 2 1 President Woodruff shows his grandaghter where he saw the 
Savior in the Temple

4 23 4 ROGER WILLIAMS

4 23 4 1 1 Williams founded Rhode Island
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 23 5 ORION WEBB

4 23 5 1 1 Jabs a knife into his fake leg to tease New Yorkers.

4 23 5 1 2

4 23 6 JOHN WISE

4 23 6 1 1 A man challenges Wise to a fight and Wise throws the man and 
his horse over.

4 23 8 1 1 Drove the ball from the tee to the green

4 23 8 2 1 TIGER WOODS Tried to get away without ID

4 24 X

4 25 Y

4 25 1 BRIGHAM YOUNG

4 25 1 1 1 Tells people of Moroni to change town's location.

4 25 1 2 1 Woman's husband tells her to "go to hell"; Brigham asks, "you 
didn't do it, did you?"

4 25 1 3 1 If bread is dry, go soak it in the creek.

4 25 1 4 1 Brigham escapes from the Feds.

4 25 1 5 1 Snappy comeback to Tom Thumb--"when I was your size..."

4 25 1 6 1 States that a spot is where the Gadianton Robbers once were after 
his bridle is stolen.

4 25 1 7 1 Hits cane against podium in temple, saying three men shouldn't be 
there. Smoke billows forth.
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 25 1 7 2

4 25 1 7 3

4 25 1 8 1 Brigham Young brings Indian girl up as white, asks her to marry 
Indian--she dies.

4 25 1 9 1 People supposed to throw tenth of wood off at the Eagle Gate for 
Brigham Young.

4 25 1 10 1 Brigham Young placed spittoons at the end of benches in the 
Tabernacle.

4 25 1 11 1 Put his slippers outside of wife's door he would sleep with

4 25 1 12 1 Said Spanish Fork saints had "higher" form of language

4 25 1 13 1 Commissioned to baptise rich man (Artimus Millett) to get money 
for Kirtland Temple

4 25 1 14 1 Young has mannerisms of Joseph Smith as matle falls on him

4 25 1 15 1 Young commends John Neff for not selling flour to gentiles and 
promises none of his descendants would ever hunger for food.

4 25 1 16 1 Bensons became one of the influential families in Cache valley 
because Ezra T. Benson followed Young's council. Ezra T. Benson 
followed Young's counsel.

4 25 1 17 1 Young tells man to stop making and selling liqour to travelers 
going west.

4 25 1 18 1 Young captured all the red-haired ladies down south and locked 
them in the top tower of the Salt Lake temple.

4 25 1 19 1 A rhyme about the statue of Young in downtown SLC that has 
Brigham's back to the temple and his hand extending towards the 
bank

4 25 1 19 2
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A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 25 1 20 1 Young tells scout to "Salt the Lake"

4 25 1 20 2

4 25 1 21 1 Young instructs man not to tell about the gold nugget he found.

4 25 1 21 2

4 25 1 22 1 Man's wife throws coffee in Young's face when he suggests her 
husband take another wife

4 25 1 23 1 Informant's great grandmother would lock up her three daughters 
when Young would come to stay.

4 25 1 24 1 One of Young's wives gave herself airs becuase Brigham bought 
her a garter, but he also bought one for all of his wives.

4 25 1 25 1

4 25 1 26 1

4 25 1 27 1

4 25 1 28 1

4 25 1 29 1

4 25 1 30 1

4 25 1 31 1

4 25 1 32 1

4 25 1 33 1

4 25 1 34 1

4 25 1 35 1

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 40 of 41



A B C D E F G Category 1 Category 2 Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CHARACTER LEGENDS

H I J

4 25 1 36 1 Found a skull

4 25 2 HARRIET COOK 
YOUNG

4 25 2 1 1 She saves potatoes in spite of Brigham's pleadings and rantings 
for them.

4 25 2 2 1 She, when Brigham is going to reprimand her, says "I'm just 
praying for you to get through."

4 25 6 1 1 Told other football players garments were too expensive for them

4 25 6 2 1 STEVE YOUNG Made sleeping friend say the prayer

4 25 6 3 1 Fiancee' died in a car crash

4 26 Z
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